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“Love Canal is a neighborhood in Niagara Falls , New York , United States
(USA), which became the subject of national and int ernational attention and controversy
following the discovery of 21,000 tons of toxic waste buried beneath the neighborhood.
It officially covers 36 square blocks in the far so utheastern corner of the city, along 99 th

Street and Read Avenue.  

The Niagara Falls School Board chose to construct a school on a known retired toxi c 
waste dump, and the City of Niagara Falls permitted  the building of homes and rental 
units on this property. The development released th e chemical waste, leading to 
a public health emergency, an urban planning scandal, and a finding of negligence by
the former owner. In the words of a state health co mmissioner, "Among its legacies, 
Love Canal will likely long endure as a 'national s ymbol of a failure to exercise a sense 
of concern for future generations." [1]
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